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Cabinet Decision on Land for Nepal National Library

Th e years-long dream of owning NNL’s own land in Jamal, the 
heart of Kathmandu Metropolitan City came true with the 
decision of the Council of  Ministers dated 14 October 2018 
(28 Ashwin 2075). Th e Council of Ministers approved the 
proposal of Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 
(MoEST) (As per the decision of Honorable Minister, Mr. 
Giriraj Mani Pokhrel dated 10 October 2018). To provide land 
for the Nepal National Library. Later, Government of Nepal 
took the decision of building Nepal National Library “refl ecting 
arts and architecture” (Arts, culture and tradition) of Nepal 
with a unique style. Under the decision Land Revenue Offi  ce  
of Dillibazar, Kathmandu, Nepal provided land ownership 
certifi cate. Th e total area of the land is 4067.85 square meter.

Eleventh Library Day Celebrated

Th e eleventh library day was celebrated on 31 August 2018 (15 
Bhadra 2075 BS) conducting various programs. To mark the 
historical day (Establishment of Nepal’s fi rst library from the 
government side 15 Bhadra 1869 BS by then His Majesty King 
Girbanyuddha Bir Bikram Shah), Library day is being 
celebrated throughout the country since 31 August 2008 AD 
(15 Bhadra 2065 BS).

Th e main objectives of the celebration are to promote 
reading habit, to 
foster interest in 
library use, to build 
knowledge based 
society, to develop 
the habit of using 
library in teaching-
learning process, 
to raise the public 
awareness on need 
and importance of 
library, to encourage 
the establishment 
of public and 
community library 
in local level, to 

help government formulate various rules and regulations for 
sustainable functioning of library and library service with 
international standard, to initiate constructing infrastructure 
for libraries damaged by earthquake and  to promote role and  
importance of all kinds of libraries, academic institutions and 
stakeholders. 

A ministerial level decision formed the main organizing 
committee with 35 members under the convenership of 
Khagaraj Baral, Secretary of Ministry of Education, Science 
and Technology (MoEST) for the Library day celebration. Mr 
Surya Prasad Gautam, Joint Secretary of School Education 
Division of MoEST was the Vice-President and Mr Yadab 
Chandra Niraula, Under Secretary of Library Coordination and 
Documentation Section of MoEST was the Member Secretary. 
Representatives from various libraries and information 
centers, library associations, NGOs, INGOs were selected as 
the members. Th e committee was formed on 30 July, 2018. Th e 
meeting selected the slogan “Prosperous Library: Reformed 
Society” -;d[4 k':tsfnoM ;'b[9 ;dfh_ for the library day 
celebration.

Various sub-committees were formed to facilitate the main 
organizing committee. 

Publicity Sub-Committee

Th e selected members were Mr  Govinda Raj Dahal, 
Coordinator from Kathmandu Valley Public Library; Mr 
Ramesh Kumar Bhusal, Member from Library Development 
Forum; Mr Prabin Paudel, Memberfrom Madan Puraskar 
Pustakalaya (MPP); President or representative selected 
by President from Education Journalists’ Group, Member 
and President or representative selected by President 
from Education Journalists’ Network, Member. Th e key 
responsibilities of the sub-committee were: to request all media 
associations to promote library use and reading habits through 
11th library day; to coordinate with coordinators of all sub 
committees and publicize executed tasks from them; to request 
all media partners for publicity (TV, Radio, Newspapers); to 
keep records of all activities performed in various district 
regarding library day and submit for fi nal report.

Library Day Management and Coordination 
Subcommittee

Th e selected members were Mr Yadab Chandra Niraula, 
Under Secretary of Library Coordination and Documentation 
Section, MoEST-Coordinator; Mr Bhola Nath Paudel, Financial 
Administration Section, MoEST- Member; Chief Librarian 
of Nepal National Library or representative -Member; Chief 
Librarian of Kaiser Library or representative-Member; Mr 
Bhola Kumar Shrestha, Member Secretary of Dilliraman 
Kalyani Regmi Memorial Library-Member; President of Nepal 
National Library Association or representative-Member; 
Head of Central Department of Library and Information 
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The building that housed Nepal 
National Library at Hariharbhawan, 
Lalitpur was damaged and marked 
with red sticker after 2015 Gorkha 
earthquake. As the building was 
found to be unsuitable for library 
operations, effort to get own land to 
construct building began once again. 
After long exercise and continuous 
struggle of library professionals 
finally, the dream came true with 
the decision of Council of Ministers 
dated 14th September, 2018 which 
allocated land for constructing new 
NNL building at Jamal, Kathmandu. 
After owning the land ownership 
certificate of land at Jamal, 
NNL proceeded and completed 
many essential preliminaries 
for constructing modern library 
building representing arts, 
culture and architecture of Nepal. 
Unfortunately, after reaching last 
phase (e tendering) to construct the 
library building, Council of Ministers 
decided not to continue any 
activities for library building on 20th 
July, 2020. Many organization and 
stakeholders requested government 

to withdraw the decision through 
social media and various other print 
and online medias. Similarly, a group 
of renowned 59 intellectual groups 
appealed to Right Honarable Prime 
Minister and Council of Ministers 
to clear the path to continue the 
construction of previously decided 
library building. The original 
translated appeal is as follows:
Libraries and museums are 
prominent place where the glorious 
saga of history are preserved and 
conserved. Most of the countries 
of the world have recognized 
such bodies as the guardians 
of civilization and culture as 
institutions of national interest. 
Unfortunately, the fact that the 
Nepal National Library, established 
in 2013 B.S., does not have its own 
building which can be taken as 
proof that the state has not paid 
enough attention to the protection 
and promotion of such institutions 
in Nepal. Harihar Bhawan, which 
inhabited library for very long, got 
collapsed after the 2015 earthquake 

however, the important documents 
has been preserved with the special 
interest of the Right Honarable 
Prime Minister that important 
documents including books should 
not be stored in a closed room 
for a long time. The people of the 
country expressed their gratitude to 
the Right Honorable Prime Minister 
for receiving the news that it has 
reached the final stage to build the 
21st century library building as the 
Government of Nepal provided 
almost 8-ropani land at Jamal to the 
Nepal National Library with Land 
ownership certificate through the 
decision of Council of Ministers on 
14th September, 2018. Though the 
drawing design, detailed project 
report, initial environmental 
examination, drawing design 
approval and dismantling of old 
buildings at Jamal were completed 
the meeting of the Council of 
Ministers dated 20th July, 2020 
decided not to construct the library 
building. In response to the news, 
various sections of the civil society 
have demanded Prime Minister to 

Welcome of Secretary Mr. Gopinath Mainili
Mr. Gopinath Mainali joined Ministry of 
Education, Science and Technology (MoEST) 
as Secretary on 21St  September, 2020. He 
was transfered from Finencial Comptroller 
General Office to the MoEST by the 
decision of Government of Nepal dated 
14th september, 2020. On 21st September 
2020, welcome program was organized at 
MoEST to welcome seretary Mr. Mainali. In 
the event, Joint secretary (Administration 
Division) Mr. Yubraj Subedi delivered the 
welcome speech on behalf of MoEST and 
employees of MoEST.

Secretary Mainali highlighted on the 
essintial role of all divisions and sections 

on achievent oriented administration from the team work. In his 
speech secretay Mr. Mainali thanked all the employees of MoEST for 
organizing welcome program.

Appeal
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Appointment of Minister and State Minister

Honorable Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba inducted 
Mr. Devendra Paudel and Ms. Bodhmaya Kumari Yadav 
as Minister and State Minister for Education, Science and 
Technology respectively on 8 October 2021.

Welcome of Secretary Mr. Thapaliya and Mr. 
Acharya

Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MoEST) 
welcomed Mr. Ram Prasad Thapaliya as Secretary 
Education and Mr. Suresh Acharya as Secretary Science 
and Technology on 19 March 2021 and 11 July 2021 
respectively. Secretary Mr. Thapaliya is transferred 
from Ministry of Youth and Sports and Secretary Mr. 
Acharya is transferred from Office of Nepal Trust as per 
the decision of Government of Nepal dated 11 February 
2021 and 5 July 2021 respectively. During the welcome 
program, both secretary highlighted on the essential role 
of all divisions and sections on productive achievements. 
They thanked all the employees of MoEST for organizing 
welcome program.

Permission to Build Nepal National Library in 
Jamal

The government has finally decided to resume the 
construction process of NNL new building. The cabinet 
meeting held on 25 October 2021 (8 Kartik 2078) decided 
to allow the construction of the NNL in Jamal. The 
former building at Harihar Bhawan where the library was 
previously located was severely damaged by the 2015 
earthquake and has not been able to offer public access 
since then. The government had already decided to 
construct the new building in Jamal on 14 October 2018 
(28 Ashwin 2075) after the cabinet on 14 September 
2018 allocated 4067.85 square meters (7-15-3-3 Ropani) 
of land for new building in Jamal. Unfortunately, the 
cabinet on 20 July 2020 decided to put on hold any 
activities related to constructing a building until the next 
decision. 

14th Library Day Celebrated

The 14th library day was celebrated on 15 August 2021 
(15 Bhadra 2078 BS) conducting various programs to 
celebrate libraries, highlighting their importance in 
today's society. To mark the historical day (Establishment 
of Nepal's first library when decree was promulgated 
on 15 Bhadra 1869 BS by then His Majesty King 
Girbanyuddha Bir Bikram Shah) library day is celebrated 
throughout the country since 31 August 2008 AD (15 
Bhadra 2065 BS).

The main objectives of the celebration are to 
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promote reading habit, foster interest in library use, 
build knowledge based society, develop the habit 
of using library in teaching-learning process, raise 
public awareness on need and importance of library, 
encourage the establishment of public and community 
library at local level, help government formulate various 
rules and regulations for sustainable functioning 
of library and library service with international standard, 
initiate construction and reconstruction of libraries 
damaged by earthquake and to promote and advocate 
role and importance of all kinds of libraries, academic 
institutions and stakeholders.

The Main Organizing Committee for the library day 
celebration was formed under the convenership of Mr. 
Ram Prasad Thapaliya, Secretary, Education of MoEST; 
Mr. Deepak Sharma, Joint Secretary, MoEST and Mr. 
Yadab Chandra Niraula, Under Secretary of Library 
Co-ordination and Documentation Section of MoEST 
was the Member Secretary. Likewise, Nepal National 
Library, various government libraries and public library, 
library associations, NGOs, INGOs were members of 
the committee. The meeting finalized the slogan " The 
basis of a strong society: development and expansion of 
public libraries " -;jn ;dfhsf] cfwf/M ;fj{hlgs k':tsfnosf] 
ljsf; / la:tf/_ for the library day. Due to the outbreak 
of COVID-19 pandemic only few sub-committees were 
formed to assist and coordinate the main committee.

Library Day Main Organizing Committee organized 
concluding ceremony on remote platform. Mr. Ram 
Prasad Thapaliya, Secretary, Education of MoEST 
Chaired the program whereas, Mr. Suresh Acharya, 
Secretary, Science and Technology was the Chief Guest. 
Under Secretary of MoEST as well as Vice President 
of 14th Library Day Main Organizing Committee Mr. 
Deepak Sharma welcomed the guests and delivered 
welcome remarks. Similarly, Mr. Thapaliya and Mr. 
Acharya distributed a letter of appreciation to all award 
recipients and representatives and were honored with 
shawl.

Various awards are announced in different categories 
every year on the occasion of library day. The awards are 
conferred on the recommendations made by the Prize 
Distribution Subcommittee and awarded in recognition 
of exceptional service/performance in the field 
of library. This year because of COVID outbreak awards 
were limited to a few categories. Mr. Rudra Prasad Dulal 
was awarded as best library reformer for his unceasing 
contribution in library field since his initial days. 
Similarly, best library was awarded to Kiran Library 
of Gulmi district and Nepal Journey Public Library of 
Makawanpur district. Likewise, Pustakalaya Aawaz 
Masik -k':tsfno cfjfh dfl;s_ was awarded with special 
award for its continuous publication in library and 
information filed.

Mr. Suresh Acharya, veteran librarian Mr. Indira Dali, 
Former Minister of Ministry of Science and Technology 
Mr. Ganesh Shah, Mr. Rudra Prasad Dulal, Founder 
Editor of Pustakalya Aawaz Mr. Bishnu Prasad Aryal, 
Chairperson of Kiran Library Mr. Sashi Panthi and all 
recipients were speaking on the event emphasized 
on the overall development of libraries in every level. 
Further, Mr. Shah stressed on obliging MoEST to build 
NNL building as soon as possible. On the same event, 
library day souvenir was also released.

Library Day Celebration Inside Kathmandu Valley

 ( Nepal National Library conducted sapling plantation.

 ( Kaiser Library organized a virtual presentation 
program on “Digitization and archiving of historic 
books and documents of Kaiser Library”.
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 ( Nepal Library Association (NLA) organized an 
international webinar.

 ( Tribhuvan University Central Library (TUCL) 
conducted a virtual discussion program on “Impact 
of COVID-19 pandemic: academic libraries”.

 ( Tribhuvan University Library Science Students’ 
Alumni Association (TULSSAA) conducted a virtual 
interaction program on “Public library, people’s 
university”.

 ( Tribhuvan University, Central Department of Library 
and Information Science (TUCDLIS) and Federation of 
Nepal Book and Stationary Business (FNBSB) jointly 
organized a virtual interaction program on“Symbiotic 
relation between publishers and libraries”.

 ( Resource Centre for Primary Health Care (RECPHEC) 
and Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 
(MoEST) jointly organized a virtual interaction 
program on “COVID-19 pandemic: current scenario 
and future challenges”.

 ( Dilliraman Kalyani Regmi Memorial Library (DKRML), 
Community Child Development Library, Nepalese 
Society for Children Literature and Center for Public 
Health and Environmental Development (CEPED) 
and Nepal Research and Education Network (NREN) 
jointly organized a program on “Chemical safety in 
public health and environment”.

 ( Bhaktapur Municipality conducted a seminar on 
“Library and its importance”.

 ( Bhairav Memorial Library, Dakshindhoka, conducted 
a virtual discussion program on importance of library 
and promotion of reading habits.

 ( Russian Library organized a talk program on “Library 
during COVID-19”.

 ( Read Information and Resource Center (READ 
Nepal) and The Asia Foundation jointly organized 
an interaction program on accessibility on online 
resource materials.

 ( Nepalese Society for Children Literature conducted 
webinar on “Library and its use for children, teachers 
and parents”.

 ( Bishal Milan Kendra organized face mask distribution 
program.

Library Day Celebration Outside Kathmandu Valley

 ( Moti Community Library, Parbat, organized quiz 
contest.

 ( Bhimeshwor Community Learning Center, 
Ramechhap, started telemedicine facility.

 ( Pokhara University Central Library (PUCL), Pokhara 
conducted discussion program on current status of 
PUCL and its services.

 ( Gyanodaya Public Library, Kohalpur, organized a 
program to highlight the importance of library and 
demonstrated its collection of ancient books and 
photography.

 ( The Province Government of Nepal, Province No. 1, 
Ministry of Social Development conducted a virtual 
discussion program on establishment and long-term 
development of libraries.

 ( Library Campaign Group, Makawanpur, established 
five libraries.

 ( Agyauli Community Library and Resource Center, 
Kawasoti, organized 51st series of Sadhana Sangam 
and poetry symposium.

 ( Myagdi Community Library distributed books, face 
masks and hand sanitizer.

 ( Kailali Public Library organized cultural program, 
talent (Pratibha) honoring program and book release 
program.

 ( Dalit Development Society, Salyan and Room to Read 
jointly organized a virtual storytelling competition 
and debate competition on “Library use and its 
importance”.
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 ( Janakalyan Public Library, Ilam, conducted an 
interaction program among youth going for foreign 
employment.

 ( Saptakoshi Municipality, Saptari, organized quiz 
contest among school students.

 ( Pokhara Public Library conducted poetry reciting 
competition.

 ( Chitwan Library Association, Chitwan, conducted an 
interaction program on this year’s library day Slogan.

 ( Kiran Library inaugurated newly constructed 
building for daily activities.

 ( Butwal Sub-Metropolitan City conducted an 
interaction program on problems and challenges on 
library management.

 ( Newa Dey Daboo, Province number 1, organized an 
interaction program on importance of library and 
information.

 ( Literature, Arts and Music Academy, Ilam 
Municipality, conducted a discussion program on the 
theme of library day.

 ( Triphala National Library, Jhapa, conducted a 
program on the theme of library day through the 
Google Meet.

 ( Samaya Sandarbhik Media Pvt. Ltd., Dolakha, 
handed over the books for establishment of jail 
library.

 ( Shreyams Library, Bajhang, organized debate 
program.

 ( World Nepali Literature Foundation, Gulmi, 
organized a recitation program.

Nepal National Library (NNL)

Conference of the SRILA

Silk Road International Library Alliance (SRILA) organized 
the first international online conference on 2 September 
2021. More than 30 directors and library experts of 
national libraries from 27 countries and more than 30 
directors of national and provincial libraries, cultural 
officials, experts and scholars from China participated in 
the conference. The main theme of the conference was 
“Creating a new future for the community of common 
destiny for libraries of the belt and road Countries”. 
The conference was organized by Zhejian Library and 
co-sponsored by the National Library of China and 
Zhejiang Provincial Department of Cultural and Tourism. 
Feng Litao, Deputy Director, Bureau of International 
Exchange and Cooperation, Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism of the People’s Republic of China; Xu Peng, 
Deputy Director, Zhejiang Provincial Department of 
Culture and Tourism; Chen Ying, Deputy Director, 
National Library of China and Zhang Xu, Head of 
International Cooperation Division of the National 
Library of China gave addressed the conference. 
Likewise, various countries representatives spoke 
on the theme of the conference. Mr. Basanta Raj 
Pantha from Nepal National Library participated 
in the conference. The alliance discussed on the 
establishment of Advisory Board of the SRILA 
including the selection of the Chairperson, its location, 
leading functions and its fourth forum. 

SRILA is a global, open and non-profit international 
organization for the cooperation among libraries which 
was formed voluntarily by national libraries of countries 
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along the Silk Road and libraries with influence in 
the local region or profession field. The SRILA was 
established on 28 May 2018.

Sapling Plantation

Commemorating the 14th library day, Nepal National 
Library (NNL) organized the tree saplings plantation 
function at its own temporary pre-fab building premises, 
Sanothimi, Bhaktapur on 27 August 2021. All the NNL's 
staffs were engaged in the plantation drive. Mr. Upendra 
Prasad Mainali, Chief Librarian of NNL, highlighted 
on on-going process of book management process 
at Sanothimi and said NNL is the heart of the nation 
including numerous rare valuable and significant woks 
while justifying the slogan of the library day 2021.

64th anniversary of NNL

Nepal National Library (NNL) celebrates its 64th 
anniversary on 3 January 2021 with an event focused on 
an initiation of moving collections stored in Mahendra 
Bhawan Higher Secondary School to temporarily 
build pre-fab in Sanothimi, Bhaktapur. The event was 
organized in the premises of the School preceded 
by short introductory program where speaker 
highlighted on history and current status of the library. 
Mr Basanta Raj Pantha, Library Officer of the NNL 

and master of ceremony for the program welcomed  
the guests with the welcome speech. Mr Pantha 
remembered how the devastating disaster in 
2015 forced NNL to move out from the then existing 
building (Shankar Bhawan) and at this moment of time 
how moving entirely in temporarily pre-fab may pose 
challenges in future. Mrs. Pushpa Basnet, Principal of 
Mahendra Bhawan Higher Secondary School wished 
the luck for the proper evacuation of the materials and 
the new beginning. The school might have been a good 
place to store the library collection for few years, she 
added. She even requested the ministry and the library 
to help the school in whatever ways they can for the 
welfare of the school as well as to build a school library. 
Similarly, Mr Yadab Chandra Niraula, Under Secretary 
of Library Coordination and Documentation Section of 
Ministry of Education Science and Technology during 
his speech reminisced the days when 2015 earthquake 
and its aftershocks shook the library. The efforts and 
initiation were taken to rescue the collection without 
leaving a single paper and searched for the appropriate 
place to store the library collections. Finally, the entire 
evacuated collection was stored in Mahendra Bhawan 
Higher Secondary School with the purpose of restarting 
the library services which was not possible however, 
he said. He further said to move the library collection 
frequently in various places may irreparably damage 
the old collections. Mr. Bhola Kumar Shrestha, Chief 
Librarian of Dilliraman-Kalyani Regmi Memorial Library 
(DKRML) in the same program recalled his previous 
working days in NNL. During his stay, the UNESCO and 
DANIDA 5 years project introduced computer in NNL and 
they were very much interested in building NNL building 
however, they could not find the proper place and the 
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idea was unsuccessful, he said. He further said it is an 
unfortunate that the Council of Ministers postponed the 
construction of NNL building in Jamal, Kathmandu. Mr. 
Upendra Prasad Mainali, Chief Librarian of NNL closed 
the first session proceeding towards the second session, 
cleaning and transfer of the library collection session 
with remarks. 

Nepal Library Association (NLA) 

NLA Published a Directory

NLA published a “Directory of Nepal Library Association 
members-2021” on 25 September 2021 on the auspicious 
occasion of 41th anniversary of NLA. The directory is like 
a 'Who's Who' in the field of library sector in Nepal. The 
directory was released jointly by four pearsons; chief 
guest of the program Mr. Ram Prasad Thapaliya, Secretary 
of the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, 
the President of the NLA Mr. Indra Prasad Adhikari, the 
first president of NLA Mr. Murari Binod Pokharel and the 
renowned librarian Ms. Bina Vaidya.

The 575 pages directory including 38 color photographs 
consists of four parts. Part-I includes CVs of professionals 
and para-professional librarians. Part-II deals with library 
associations, organizations and institutions such as IFLA, 
NLA, TULSSAA, NASL, TUCDLIS, Room to Read, READ, 
NeLIC, CTEVT, The Asia Foundation etc. Likewise, Part-III 
comprises useful features, such as ISSN, ISBN, NepJOL, 
library day, Research4Life databases, NLA statutes and 
lastly, Part-IV contains index and 4 photo-plates. The 
directory also contains 21 articles on library related 
information. The president of IFLA Ms. Barbara Lison in 
her message praised the NLA team for the directory of 
which Mr IP Adhikari is the Editor-in- Chief.

Online Book Launch Program

NLA organized an online book launch program to 
release a newly published book entitled t/+usf t/]
nLx? (Ripples of waves) penned by the first 
president of NLA Mr. Murari Binod Pokharel. 
The book is a collection of 96 memoir essays about 
the writer's experiences in varieties of fields involved 
in his lifetime from his service as an army cadre, 
an administrator, a professional librarian, a founding 
member of a college and as a pilgrim. Various 
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professional librarians both from the country and 
in abroad joined the online program. Mr. Juju Bhai 
Dangol and Mr. Bhisma Bhattarai both from the USA 
and Ms. Leela Nyaichai, Associate Professor of the 
Central Department of Library and Information Science 
reviewed the book speaking about the memoir essays 
and the messages they carried. The author of the book 
Mr. Pokharel shed light on the purpose of writing the 
book. The webinar was presided over by the President of 
NLA Mr. I.P.Adhikari and hosted by Ms. Reshma Dangol, 
the General Secretary of NLA.

NLA President Presented a Paper in the 
International Webinar 

The president of NLA Mr. I.P. Adhikari actively participated 
and presented a paper on “Some  Glimpses of Open 
Educational Library Resources and the Context of Nepal” 
at an International webinar hosted by Nehru Gram 
Bharati University (deemed to be), Prayagraj U.P., India. 
The theme of the webinar was "The impact of COVID-19 
on Academic Library Services". The Webinar was 
organized on 12 August 2020 to commemorate the 128th 
birth centenary of Dr. S.R. Ranganathan, the father of 
library science in India. The main speakers invited to give 
presentations were Mr. I.P. Adhikari (Nepal) as a guest of 
honour, Dr. Namali Suraveera (Sri Lanka) as a key note 

speaker, Mr. Sanjay Bihani (IFLA representative) as a guest 
of honour. Other guests of honour invitees were Prof. Sewa 
Singh, Dr. Sunil Gorla and Dr. Shiva Parhihar as an eminent 
speaker. Dr. Alok Kumar Tripathi was the organizing 
secretary. The program was chaired by Dr. B.K.Singh, 
Librarian of University of Allahbad. More than 900 
librarians from India and all over the world attended 
the webinar. The webinar was witnessed as well as 
addressed by the University's Chancellor Sri J.N. Mishra, 
Vice Chancellor Dr. S.C. Tiwari and the Registrar Mr. R.L. 
Vishwakarma. 

Tribhuvan University Central Library (TUCL)

MoU with Asian Development Bank (ADB)

TUCL has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with ADB on 24 November 2020. The purpose of 
MoU is to provide access to its digital collection for the 
TUCL users. It has more than 3,00,000 digital resources 
available in its repository. Most of the books and 
reports published from the ADB on the various topics 
are available in its repository. The MoU was signed by 
the Chief Librarian of TUCL, Mr. Purna Lal Shrestha, on 
behalf of TUCL and Principal Director of Department of 
Communications, Mr. Vicky C.L. Tan, on behalf of ADB.

Collaboration with National Digital Library of India 
(NDLI) 

TUCL collaborated on for e-resources sharing 
and capacity building project with NDLI on 23 November 
2020. In the first phase of the collaboration, 15,000 
professors, researchers, students and staff of TU were 
allowed to access the Library’s digital resources. The 
repository has more than 45 million resources including 
e-books, thesis & dissertations, periodical journals, 
old questions, audio/video lectures, presentations, 
newspapers and others. The user interface of the Digital 
Library supports 10 most widely used Indian languages. 
The NDLI project is sponsored by National Mission on 
Education through Information and Communication 
Technology (NMEICT) and arranged funding through 
Ministry of Education, India.

Manuscript Preservation 
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TUCL signed MoU with University of Hamburg, Center 
for the Study of Manuscript Cultures (CSMC) in Germany 
on 4 March 2020. The ten-month collaboration started 
on 5 January 2021. Two staffs each from both parties 
are collaborating in a regular basis. All the manuscripts 
are being preserved using acid-free cardboard boxes. 
TUCL has 621 manuscripts in different subjects 
namely theology, yoga, literature, Ayurveda, grammar, 
philosophy, justice, history and so on written in various 
scripts such as Devanagari, Kubho Bhujimol and others. 

TUCL Purchased ProQuest Database with Remote 
Access System

TUCL has started providing the service to its users by 
subscribing to the ProQuest database with remote 
access system (RemoteXs) on 18 November 2020 due 
to the inability of providing physical access to its reader 
during COVID-19 pandemic. ProQuest covers large 
number of multidisciplinary subject from different 
leading publishers. It is a collection of journals, eBooks, 
dissertations, news and videos. It has more than 
4,50,000 eBooks, 5 million thesis/dissertations and 6 
million titles of periodical, journals, magazine, report 
and international newspapers. It has provision to read, 
download, print and save as needed. The database can 
also be used for citation and works with the reference 
management tools such as endnotes, refwork, etc. The 
database is used in 100 countries and has partnered 
with 9,000 renowned Publishers. Open access databases 
like DOAJ, DOAB, UN Digital Library, NepJol and others 
are also added in remote access system. 

This service is provided free of cost to all the faculty, 
students, staff & researchers of TU. However, other 
universities and colleges has to pay NPR 1,00,000 and 
NPR 5,000 respectively with additional charge of NPR 
200 per user per annum. 

Online Library Orientation Program

TUCL conducted orientation program to its users. The 
objective of the program was to facilitate its users to 
access ProQuest database remotely from their convenient 
space with the help of RemoteXs system. In the first 
phase, starting from 10 December 2020, six sessions of 
orientation programs were conducted for the professors 

of the TU constituent campuses until 13 December 
2020. Similarly, in the second phase, 50 events of the 
orientation programs were conducted for the faculties, 
students, staff & researchers of TU constituent campuses, 
central department & other universities, private and 
affiliated colleges beginning from 23 February 2021. 

Formation of Technical Performance Committee in 
Tribhuvan University Central Library (TUCL)

TU formed Technical Performance Committee under 
the coordination of Chief Librarian of TUCL Mr. Purna 
Lal Shrestha as per the provision under two approved 
directories of TU on Digital Library Management and 
Anti-plagiarism software applicable from 2 September 
2021. The main function of the committee is to facilitate 
the planning and execution of e-resources, digital 
library and anti-plagiarism in TU as well as to suggest 
and recommend building technology friendly library as 
necessary. The members of the committee are:

Mr. Purna Lal Shrestha, Chief 
Librarian, TUCL

Coordinator

Mr. Babu Ram Dawadi, Assistant 
Professor, Institute of Engineering, 
TU

Member

Mr. Nawaraj Paudel, Head of 
Department (HoD), Central 
Department of Computer Science 
and Information Technology, TU

Member

Mr. Rom Kant Pandey, Assistant 
Professor, Central Department of 
Education, TU

Member

Mr. Bijaya Sharma, Library Officer, 
TUCL.

Member 
Secretary

Tribhuvan University, Central Department of 
Library and Information Science (TUCDLIS)

Farewell Program

TUCDLIS bid farewell to former HoD Associate 
Professor Mr. Bhim Dhoj Shrestha on 13 December 2020. 
He retired from the service through the compulsory 
retirement provision of Tribhuvan University. He served 
the department since 2001 and served as the Head of 
Department for two terms.

Lecture on “Role of Information and Information 
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Workers”

TUCDLIS invited Mr. Narayan Adhikari, the faculty Head of 
Armed Police Force (APF) Command and Staff College as 
a speaker for the special lecture program entitled “Role 
of Information and Information Workers in National 
Security” organized on the occasion of 26th annual 
day of TUCDLIS on 16 March 2021. He emphasized on 
the vitality of the strength of right information at the 
right time for national security and added information 
workers are important front liners for ensuring 
national security. Further, he stressed on the selection 
of information dissemination as another sensitive 
professional duty of the information workers.

The lecture program was conducted in the presence 
of all faculties along with Associate Professor Mr. 
BhimDhoj Shrestha, former President of National Library 
Association Ms. Gita Thapa, President of TULSSAA Mr. 
Mahesh Khanal.

The Reunion Meeting

The reunion meeting with the first batch of Masters’ in 
Library and Information Science (MLISc) students was 
organized by TUCDLIS on 19 March 2021 with an aim 
to list the alumni students’ expertise and collect their 
views on relevancy of MLISc course. Mr. Bishnu Prasad 
Aryal, Ms. Gita Thapa, Ms. Kamala Sharma, Mr. Prakash 
Thapa and Mr. Raju Shakya shared important views and 
expressed their happiness for being re-connected with 
the department. With the same purpose, department 
conducted reunion meeting with all batches of MLISc on 
different dates.

TUCDLIS Digital Library and Website Unveiled

TUCDLIS digital library and website unveiling program 
was held on 21 March 2021 among the presence of 
various delegates, teachers and students. The program 
was chaired by the Principal of University Campus, TU, 
Prof. Dr. Dhyanendra Bahadur Rai. The Rector of TU Prof. 
Dr. Shiva Lal Bhusal unveiled the website. The Dean of 
Institute of Science and Technology Prof. Dr. Binil Aryal, 
Chief Librarian of Tribhuvan University Central Library 
(TUCL) Mr. Purna Lal Shrestha, Associate Professor Mr. 
Bhim Dhoj Shrestha, President of NLA Mr. Indra Prasad 

Adhikari and President of TULSSAA Mr. Mahesh Khanal 
praised and expressed their best wishes. Silverline 
Technology assisted building the website and digital 
library with various free and open source software viz. 
WordPress, Koha and DSpace.

Condolence Program Conducted

TUCDLIS conducted a condolence meeting 
commemorating late Dr. Madhusudan Karki on 9 
June 2021. He was recruited in Tribhuvan University 
Central Library in 2025 B.S in his early teen age. He was 
the first Head of the Department in 1995 and was an 
expert in library classification system. During the meeting 
his colleagues deeply remembered their friendship 
with late Dr. Karki. Similarly, his students expressed 
their profound memories about his teaching and 
directions. Late Dr. Karki’s biography was presented 
by Assistant Professor Ms. Lila Nyaichyai. whereas, 
Assistant Professor Ms. Sarita Gautam prepared and 
presented the commemorating video.

Webinar Series 6: Talk program on Leadership 

An online talk program on "Leadership matters in 
Libraries” was organized by Tribhuvan University, 
Central Department of Library and Information Science 
on 2 January 2021. The main speaker Mr. Bhola 
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Kumar Shrestha, former president of Nepal Library 
Association gave a comprehensive talk on various 
aspects of leadership and its implication in 
librarianship. He also narrated his experiences as a 
leader in various organizations being a Chief Librarian, 
a President as well as a Director in library related 
organizations in Nepal. The President of NLA, Former 
Chief Librarian of Tribhuvan University Central Library 
and commentator of the webinar Mr. I.P. Adhikari 
summarized the speaker's presentation and added some 
more points as supplementary notes to the speaker's 
contents, viz. qualities to be possessed by a leader 
especially in academic fields. He also furnished a list of 
good books on developing effective leadership. 

Webinar Series 7: Localization of DDC and Sears 
List of Subject Headings: DDC for Sathya Sai Baba 
literature and Nepali Subject Heading

TUCDLIS organized Webinar series-7 entitled 
“Localization of DDC and Sears’ List of Subject Headings: 
DDC for Sathya Sai Baba literature and Nepali Subject 
Heading” on 21 June 2021. The presenters were Ms. 
Bina Vaidya and Ms. Gita Thapa. During the presentation 
Ms. Thapa explained how she came with the expansion 
of DDC class number-298. She has listed thousands of 
Sathya Sai literatures and arranged DDC class numbers 
for them after receiving permission to use the class 
number from OCLC, the publisher of DDC. Similarly, 
Ms. Vaidya presented ‘Nepali Subject Heading’ used in 
different libraries of Nepal. Such local subjects are out of 
reach for the international subjects heading lists, so the 
preparation of Nepali subject heading is very important 
and necessary for uniformity. Associate Professor Mr. 
Rudra Prasad Dulal and the President of the Nepal Library 
Association Mr. Indra Prasad Adhikari appreciated the 
work and left suggestions for further improvement.

Webinar Series 8: Desirable Ratio of Staff and 
Services of Libraries

Panel discussion on "Desirable Ratio of Staff and Services 
of Libraries" was conducted on 30 June 2021, involving 
six panelists: Associate Professor Mr. Rudra Prasad Dulal; 
Chief Librarian of Kaiser Library Mr. Dashrath Mishra; 
Librarian of Sainik Awasiya Mahavidyalaya Mr. Manoj 
Shah; Library Officer of Ratna Rajya Campus Ms. Anita 
Bhattarai; Library Officer of Amrit Science Campus Mr. 
Ramesh Niraula and Library Officer of Pokhara University 
Library Ms. Mina Kumari Dallakoti. All panelists focused 
on need of assistant librarians and allocation of more 
budget for the library. The discussion was facilitated by 
Assistant Professor Ms. Lila Nyaichayai. The discussion 
indicated the need of systematic research for that 
purpose.

Webinar Series 9: Advocacy on IFLA-Library Map of 
the World (LMW)

Webinar entitled "Advocacy on IFLA-Library Map of the 
World" was held on 7 July 2021. Mr. Murari Binod Pokhrel, 
the first President of Nepal Library Association was the 
Chairperson of the program. The webinar mainly focused 
on the introduction, provision, facility and importance of 
IFLA's-LMW. Ms. Gita Thapa, former President of Nepal 
Library Association (NLA) and former Associate Librarian 
of TU presented the detail information about IFLA-LMW. 
She clarified the vision, data and matrix related to specific 
countries, UN sustainable goals stories (SDGs stories), 
country map and contributor of the LMW. She further 
explained the method to fill up and submit the forms to 
participate and contribute on IFLA-LMW and motivated 
library professionals to update LMW data.
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Mr. Bhola Kumar Shrestha, Chief Librarian of Dilliraman 
Kalyani Regmi Memorial Library conferred his remarks 
and valuable suggestions regarding webinar suggesting 
NLA to generate one separate committee including the 
representatives of all library associations of Nepal to 
collect authentic data for LMW. Mr. Indra Prasad Adhikari, 
President of NLA accentuated over the webinar with the 
messages dispatched from renowned librarian of Nepal, 
Ms. Bina Vaidya and Ms. Christine Mackenzie, President 
of IFLA. While concluding the program Chairperson 
Mr. Pokhrel, appreciated the work emphasizing on 
responsibility and contribution of all library professionals 
for updating LMW data.

26th Anniversary of TUCDLIS

TUCDLIS celebrated its 26th annual day on 14 July 
2021. Prof. Dr. Dhyanendra Bahadur Rai, the Principal of 
University Campus, TU, chaired the program. The chief 
guest Rector of Tribhuvan University, Prof. Dr. Shiva Lal 
Bhusal appreciated the progress of the department, 
however, he enthused the department for the speedy 
development. The progress report and video clip on 
previous activities were presented during the program. 
Further, the winners of essay competition on various 
topics “Preservation and Conservation of Archrivals”, 
“Changing Role of LIS Professionals” and “Knowledge 
Organization in Digital Environment” were also 
announced. The winner was Ms. Bindu Adhikari, the first 
runner-up was Mr. Kishor Poudel and the second runner-
up was Ms. Pratikchya Shakya.

Training on “Digital Library Technology”

Besides regular academic activities faculty members 
of TUCDLIS are continuously engaged in conducting 
trainings for regular students like use of Ebscohost 

database, Research4life database, and various features 
of Microsoft teams. Accordingly, the department 
conducted training from 15 August 2021 on “Digital 
library technology” in collaboration with VuFind 
Software. The duration of the training was two months. 
The training course included installation, use and 
management of Koha Integrated Library System, DSpace, 
WordPress and VuFind Search Engine Open Source 
Software (OSS).

Research Centre for Primary Health Care 
(RECPHEC)

Health & Social Development Discussion Series

Considering the COVID-19 pandemic RECPHEC organized 
numbers of online interaction series with an aim to 
aware public about the COVID-19 and other diseases. The 
moderator of the series was Ms. Chandra Kiran Shrestha, 
Acting Executive Director of RECPHEC.

Webinar Series 3: Prevention and Management of 
Pandemic and Role of Community

Webinar entitled “Prevention and management of 
COVID-19 pandemic and role of community” was held 
on 25 May 2021 with an objective to discuss the role 
and extension of Ayurveda health system to prevent 
and control COVID-19. The speakers were Dr. Prakash 
Gyawali, President of Ayurveda Doctors’ Association 
of Nepal and Prof. Dr. Sharad Raj Onta, Chairperson 
of RECPHEC. Dr. Gyawali’s presentation entitled 
“Contribution from ayurveda health system to Combat 
COVID-19 Pandemic” and Prof. Dr. Onta’s presentation 
entitled “Role of community to break the chain of 
COVID-19 pandemic”.
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Webinar Series 4: Naturopathy & Prevention and 
Management

RECPHEC and Yoga and Naturopathy Doctor’s Association 
(YANDA) jointly organized the webinar on “Naturopathy 
& COVID-19 prevention and management” on 3 July 2021 
to discuss the role of naturopathy on prevention and 
control of Covid on the occasion of the fourth National 
Naturopathy Day. The speakers were Dr. Hari Prasad 
Pokharel, Head of Department of Yoga and Naturopathy, 
Nepal Sanskrit University; Dr. Janak Bahadur Basnet, 
Chairperson of YANDA and Dr. Binod Paudel, Director 
of Community Nature Cure Hospital, Nawalpur. Dr. 
Pokharel, Dr. Basnet and Dr. Paudel presented papers on 
“Naturopathy health system in reference to Nepal focus 
on fourth National Naturopathy Day 2078”, “Basic concept 
of naturopathy and its application” and “Naturopathy 
approach on COVID-19 pandemic” respectively.

Webinar Series 5: Role of Community in Prevention 
and Management of COVID-19 Pandemic and 
Provincial Information Sharing

Webinar on “Role of community in prevention and 
management of COVID-19 pandemic and provincial 
information sharing” was held on 11 July 2021 with 
an objective to share the status of COVID-19 and its 
management among the district representatives of 
The Health Rights and Tobacco Control (HRTC) in every 
province. The speakers were Ms. Sanju Shah from 
Province 1, Mr. Madan Katuwal from Province 2, 
Ms. Ratneswari Chawal from Bagmati Province, Mr. 
Hariprasad Paudel from Gandaki Province, Mr. DB Khati 
from Lumbini Province, Ms. Pabitra Shahi from Karnali 
Province, Mr. Krishna Singh Deupa from Sudurpaschim 
Province and Prof. Dr. Sharad Raj Onta, Chairperson of 
RECPHEC. The provincial representatives and Prof. Dr. 

Onta presented their papers on “Provincial information 
sharing on COVID-19” and “Role of community in 
prevention and management of COVID-19 pandemic” 
respectively.

Webinar Series 6: Cervical Cancer Prevention in 
Nepal

RECPHEC organized webinar entitled “Cervical cancer 
prevention in Nepal” on 31 July 2021 with an objective 
to inform about cervical cancer. The key speaker was Dr. 
Jitendra Pariyar, Associate Professor of National Academy 
of Medical Sciences (NAMS).

Webinar on “A Home Remedies of Kitchen Spices”

Virtual paper presentation program on “A Home 
Remedies of Kitchen Spices” was held on 15 June 2021 
for different communities involved at Development 
Community Learning and Resource Centre (DCLRC). 
DCLRC has been working on gender and community 
development including empowering community women.

Nepal Library and Information Consortium 
(NeLIC)

NeLIC held its AGM on 24 September 2021 and elected 
new committee. Chief of TUCL Mr. Purnalal Shrestha; 
Mr. Jagdish Aryal, Librarian of Social Science Baha; Ms. 
Anita Bhandari (Poudel), Librarian of Ullens School 
and Mr. Prabin Paudel, IT Engineer of Madan Puraskar 
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Pustakalaya was elected unanimously as the President, 
Vice President, Secretary General and Treasurer 
respectively. Similarly, the unanimously elected 
members were Ms. Min Kumari Dallakoti from Pokhara 
Universtiy, Pokhara; Ms. Sunita Pariyar from Samata 
Foundation; Mr. Pujan Acharya from Mechi Zone. 
Likewise, Mr. Yadab Chandra Niraula, Under Secretary 
of Library Coordination and Documentation Section of 
MoEST was unanimously elected as an invitee member.

Nepalese Association of School Librarians (NASL)

The Nepalese Association of School Librarians (NASL) 
partnered with The Asia Foundation Book for Asia (TAF) 
to organize book distribution events, promote Let’s Read 
Digital Library and enhance reading habit in community. 
Programs, trainings, book distribution and interaction 
programs organized by NASL in collaboration with TAF 
are as follows:

• Book handover events and interaction programs were 
organized in Makawanpur district on 2 January 2021, 
Lalitpur district on 17 January 2021, Sinduli district 
on 22 January 2021, Kathmandu district, Bhaktapur 
district and Chitwan Tharu community. Except those 
districts books were distributed to various college 
libraries, community libraries, medical libraries and 
various American Corners from 14 August 2020 to 24 
January 2021.

• The stories and rhymes were developed to make 
children aware of the danger of and how to stay 
safe oneself and to prevent spreading the disease to 
another person. 

• NASL is continuously reciting Let’s Read Digital 
story and teaching children how to locate, access, 
download stories from play store, google, and were 
asked to copy the same story in their exercise book. 
NASL has already recited 107 stories within the 
pandemic period and is continuing it.

• Zoom interaction program for children and parents 
were organized on 24 November 2020.

• NASL visited three Schools from Kathmandu: 
Janakalyan High School in Mahankal, Prabhat High 
School and Kamalodaya High School in Thankot to 
discuss on online programs and distribute books.

Further, NASL conducted various programs such as 
interaction program with students and local people, book 
handover including Tharu language book, book review, 
reciting Corona songs, storytelling, and online basic 
library management training to promote reading habit 
and strengthen the library services on different dates.

Moti Community Library's Annual General 
Meeting held

11th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Moti Community 
Library was held on 23 December 2020. The AGM elected 
new working committee of the library. AGM elected 
Mr. Krishna Raj poudel as the President, Ms. Durga 
Subedi Lamsal as the Vice President and Mr. Hari Prasad 
Acharya as the Treasurer. The members of newly elected 
committee are:

Mr. Krishna Raj Poudel President
Ms. Durga Subedi Lamsal Vice-President
Mr. Hari Prasad Acharya Treasurer
Mr. Govinda Prasad Sapkota Member
Mr. Subas Sapkota Member
Mr. Bhim Bahadur Lamsal Chhetri Member
Mr. Indira Tiwari Member
Mr. Lakas Subedi Member
Mr. Netra Baral Member
Mr. Saroj Lamsal Member
Mr. Sandesh Lamichhane Member

Similarly, the AGM nominated Mr. Arjun Kumar Regmi, 
Mr. Khil Prasad Sharma, Mr Ram Chandra Puri, Mr. 
Atma Ram Sharma and Mr. Lokendra Poudel in Moti 
Community Library Advisory Committee and ward chief 
Mr. Deepak Sharma Poudel as an ex-officio member. 
The AGM discussed and endorsed library's annual 
progress report and financial report for the past fiscal 
year. In the meeting, newly elected committee members 
were felicitated. Moti Community Library members 
congratulated and wished the team for the successful 
tenure ahead. 
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Annual General Meeting of Kirtipur Public Library 

Kirtipur Public Library (KPL), supported by Kirtipur 
Municipality, conducted its first Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) on 29 January 2021. The chairperson for the 
program was Mr. Ramesh Bhusal whereas Mr. Hirakaji 
Maharjan, former Mayor of Kirtipur Municipality and 
advisor of Kirtipur Public Library was the chief guest. 
The AGM nominated 8 members for the Executive 
Committee leaving 3 members to be nominated by the 
Executive Committee. The committee nominated Mr. 
Ramesh Kumar Bhusal, Ms. Kamala Bhusal, Mr. Bijaya 
Sharma, Ms. Kalpana Sunar as the President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer respectively and Mr. 
Milan Man Maharjan, Mr. Ishwor Muni Bajracharya, 
Mr. Krishna Adhikari and Ms. Nirmala Maharjan as the 
Members of the Executive Committee. 

Mr. Hirakaji Maharjan in his remarks stressed that 
the public library is the institution which provides 
services to everyone without any discrimination. He 
also added that Kirtipur is introduced as educational 
hub for producing literate human resources and 
later it is introduced as a place of active intellectual 
personalities. Hence, it is proved that Kirtipur needs 
the well functioned public library. Likewise, Mr. 
Shambhuram Maharjan, President of Sahid Memorial 
College Management Committee and Advisor of KPL 
highlighted on importance of the library. Reading 
books is not only knowledgeable but can also be 
entertaining and informative, he said. He also added 
the necessity of establishing the community library 
in every community to build an intellectual society. 
Ward Chairperson of Ward no. 1, Kirtipur Municipality, 
Mr. Harsha Maharjan stressed that the library is an 
ornament of a community which helps the community 
to step in the right direction and he also expressed his 
commitment to build the KPL a well-equipped and 
user friendly library. Similarly, Ward Chairperson of 
ward no. 2, Kirtipur Municipality, Mr. Ramesh Man 
Dangol, emphasized that KPL must initiate to conserve 
the traditional arts and culture of Kirtipur which is not 
initiated yet. Advisor of KPL and Executive Member of 
Kirtipur Municipality, Mr. Suman Pokhrel congratulated 
and wished the new Executive Committee for the 
successful tenure ahead. 

Effort to Add the Area Tables of Seven Provinces 
of Nepal in DDC

After returning from the OCLC International Dewey 
Users Meeting in Malaysia as a part of IFLA WLIC 
General Assembly Conference-2018, Ms. Bina Vaidya 

requested for the webinar to discuss on the effort for 
adding the area Tables of seven provinces of Nepal in 
Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC). The webinar was 
conducted on 5 December 2020 with 20 professionals. 
The main purpose of the webinar was to discuss on the 
proposed area number for the seven provinces. The 
number was emailed by DDC editor, Mr. Alex Kyrios 
on 18 September 2020. The proposed numbers were 
Nepal-5496; Province no. 1-54962; Province no. 2-54963; 
Bagmati Province, Province no.3-54964; Gandaki 
province, Province no. 4-54965; Lumbini province, 
Province no. 5-54966; Karnali Province, Province no. 
6-54967; Sudur Paschchim Province, Province no. 
7-54968. The webinar decided to request the editor for 
the amendment of the given numbers. The suggested 
area numbers were Nepal-5496; Province no. 1-54961; 
Province no. 2-54962; Bagmati Province, Province no.3-
54963; Gandaki province, Province no. 4-54964; Province 
no. 5-54965; Karnali Province, Province no. 6-54966; 
Sudur Paschchim Province, Province no. 7-54967. The 
final report on the webinar was prepared by Mr. Yadab 
Chandra Niraula, Under Secretary of Library Coordination 
and Documentation Section and Ms. Bina Vaidya and was 
sent to Mr. Kyrios. 

Bhanu Community Library and Resource Center

Bhanu Community Library and Resource Center under 
the auspices of READ Nepal organized the first interaction 
program with psychosocial counselor under Tech Age 
Girls (TAG) Nepal project on 19 December 2020 and 
the second interaction program on 17 and 18 January 
2021 in Shree Karnali Secondary School and Shree 
Rastriya Secondary School respectively each followed by 
experience sharing program from the TAG groups.

Godawari Community Library and Resource 
Center (GCLRC)

3rd AGM 

GCLRC's 3rd Annual General Meeting was held on 
10 January 2021. Chairman of GCLRC Mr. Bashisth 
Kumar Adhikari was the chairperson for the program 
whereas Deputy Mayor of Godawari Municipality Ms. 
Muna Adhikari was the chief guest. Similarly, ward 
chairperson of ward no. 4 of Godawari Municipality 
was the special guest. The AGM discussed and endorsed 
library's annual progress report & upcoming programs 
and financial report for the past fiscal year (076/077 
B.S.) presented by Mr. Adhikari and Treasurer Mr. 
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Shalik Ram Chalise respectively. Likewise, The AGM also 
passed the Financial Rules 2076 and Staff and 
Administrative Rules 2076. The AGM nominated new 
Executive Committee consisting eleven members as 
follows:

Mr. Bashistha Kumar Adhikari Chairman
Mr. Suber Bahadur Pahari Deputy Chairman
Ms. Chandika Ghimire Tiwari Secretary
Mr. Shalik Ram Chalise Treasurer
Mr. Nawaraj Neupane Deputy Secretary
Mr. Keshav Nath Acharya Member
Ms. Rama Paudel Acharya Member
Ms. Chandra Maya Nagarkoti Member
Mr. Sabin Kumar Nagarkoti Member
Ms. Annapurna Paudel Acharya Member
Mr Sano Bhai Nepali Member

Drawing and Coloring Program

GCLRC has been conducting various educational 
activities to promote reading habits among children 
every saturday. To give information on the importance of 
Fagu Purnima, drawing and coloring program among the 
children was conducted on 27 March 2021. The children 
were asked to draw the pictures on Fagu Purnima and 
color it. Children between 5 to 13 years participated in 
the program. During the program, children were also told 
about the importance of the Holi festival. 

Interaction Program on Growing Climbing 
Vegetables Plants

GCLRC conducted one day interaction program on 
growing climbing vegetables plants under the Technical 
Knowledge Service Program with the support from the 
Shanti Volunteer Association of Japan and READ Nepal 
based on Improvement of Community Libraries Project 
on 31 March 2021. The program was intended to address 
the queries of the community regarding the growing 
climbing vegetables plants. 275 queries were collected 
before conducting the program. Administrator of Fresh 
Vegetable and Fruit Production Center, Godawari 
Municipalty Ward no.-4, Mr. Damodar Neupane was 
the resource person. He introduced different climbers, 
various types of hybrid seeds, techniques for nursery 
and plantation, diseases, symptoms, prevention and 
treatments for climbing vegetables.

Awareness Program on Right to Information

GCLRC and HOPE Nepal 2021 in coordination with 
Godawari Municipality organized an awareness 
program on right to information for women on 8 April 
in participatory approach. The participants learnt about 
right to information, organizations & institutions that can 
be requested for information, frequently updated and 
published information, fees to get information, way of 
requesting information, format of application letter for 
requesting information and others. 

READ Nepal Agreements

After successful completion of the first year of the 
project, READ Nepal signed the Letter of Agreement 
(LoA) with Shanti Volunteer Association Nepal for the 
implementation of second-year program for improvement 
of libraries in Syangja, Solukhumbhu, Sunsari and Lalitpur. 
Likewise, READ Nepal also signed an agreement with 
the community of Matribhumi Community Library and 
Resource Center, Syangja for the reconstruction of library 
building with support from Shanti Volunteer Association 
Nepal with an aim to complete by February 2022 and 
restart its services from April 2022. The existing building 
was damaged by 2015 Gorkha earthquake. Similarly, 
READ Nepal further signed an agreement with the 
community of Dharan for the construction of community 
library in partnership with Shanti Volunteer Association 
Nepal.

Rare copy of The Rising Nepal Handed Over to 
Madan Puraskar Pustakalaya

First Issue of English language daily newspaper “The 
Rising Nepal” signed by King Birendra (then HRH Crown 
Prince) was handed over to Madan Puraskar Pustakalaya 
on 25th January, 2021 by Krishna Bhakta Shrestha.

The Foremost English Daily was launched on December 
16, 1965 Thursday (2022 Paush 1) with masthead “The 
Rising Nepal” in center, subscription rates on Left and city 
weather on Right. The English language broadsheet daily 
of the nation was published by Gorkhapatra Sansthan. It 
was printed 56 years ago. Barun Shumsher Rana was the 
founding editor of the daily. It was priced at 15 paisa.
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The historical newspaper copy was recovered from the 
personal archive of Krishna Bhakta Shrestha. Shrestha 
had served as an editor of The Rising Nepal (TRN) and 
Gorkhapatra and Chief Editor of literary magazine 
Madhuparka before becoming the general manager of 
Gorkhapatra Sansthan.

Kailali Jana Pustakalaya

Celebration of 64th Anniversary

Kailali Jana Pustakalaya celebrated its 64th anniversary 
and conducted 44th annual general meeting (AGM) on 
13 March 2021. Dr. T. N. Joshi was the chairperson of 
the program whereas Chief of Sudur Paschim Province, 
Ms. Sharmila Kumari Panta was the chief guest. On 
the inauguration program, Ms. Panta highlighted the 
contribution of Kailali Jana Pustakalaya in development 
of language, literature, arts, culture and reading culture. 
The Deputy Speaker of Sudur Paschim Province Assembly, 
Ms. Nirmala Badal Joshi welcomed all the participants. 
Different personalities were honored. Secretary, Mr. 
Tanka Joshi and Treasurer Mr. Gagansingh Ayer of Kailali 
Jana Pustakalaya presented the annual reports of past 
fiscal year. 

Calendar Released 

Kailali Jana Pustakalaya conducted a program on the 
occasion of Nepali New Year or Navavarsha 2078 to 
release new calendar and exchange the good wishes. 
President of Kailali Jana Pustakalaya Dr. T. N. Joshi was 
the chairperson for the program whereas The Deputy 
Speaker of Sudur Paschim Province, Ms. Nirmala Badal 
Joshi was the chief guest. Similarly, Member of Sudur 
Paschim Province Assembly Mr. Tek Bahadur Raika, 
Personal Secretary of Chief Minister Mr. Shiv Singh Oli, 
Senior folk singer Mr. Narendra Raj Regmi and Bhoj Raj 
Bhatta were special guests.

Fund added to Revolving Fund

Mr. Pushparaj Joshi, President of the Executive Committee 
of the Pratibha Community Library declared to add one 
hundred thousand rupees in Mudbhari Literary Award 
on 17 April 2021 in the Committee's meeting. The award 
was established by Mr. Janak Raj Joshi to honor one 
litterateur with 11,111 (Eleven thousand one hundred 
eleven) rupees every year. The total amount of fund was 
152031 (One hundred fifty two thousand thirty one) 
rupees in library’s current account. 

In Memoriam

NEPAL NATIONAL LIRARY
Harihar Bhawan, Pulchowk, Lalitpur

Dr. Madhusudan Karki
May his soul rest in peace

6 September 
1951

31 May
2021

We express our heartfelt condolence on the sad 
demise of former Head of Central Department 
of Library and Information Science, Tribhuvan 
University and pioneer of the library science 
education in Nepal,

Nine Litterateur Honored

Badrinath Community Learning Centre honored nine 
litterateur on behalf of late Badrinath Bhandari on 17 
April 2021 on the occasion of 45th day of the death. 
The program was initially scheduled on 3 March 2021 
but unfortunately, he died on 2 March 2021. Member of 
Sudur Paschim Province Assembly Mr. Dilli Raj Panta was 
the chief guest and President of Sudur Paschim Literary 
Society, Mr. Ram Lal Joshi was the special guest.
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